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Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 
STATISTICAL  MEMORANDA  FOR  1949. 


Area  in  Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  10,695 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population  for  1949  .  .  24,110 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1949,  according  to  Rate 

Book  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  7,213 

Rateable  Value,  Year  Commencing  1.4.49  .  .  . .  £105,832 

Net  product  of  Penny  Rate,  Year  Commencing  1.4.49  £405 


VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  1949. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — 

Live  Births- 

—Legitimate 

173 

208 

381 

Illegitimate 

7 

10 

17 

Total 

180 

218 

398 

Still  Births — 

Still  Births- 

-Legitimate  .  . 

2 

12 

14 

Illegitimate .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

12 

14 

Birth  Rate — 

Birth  Rate  (live  and  still)  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

•  • 

•  • 

16.5 

Deaths — 

Deaths 

•  ••  ••  ••  •  • 

130 

143 

273 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

11.3 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  ( live  and 
Deaths  still)  Births 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ..  ..  0  0.0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  .  0  0.0 


o 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  52.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  52.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  58.8 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  0 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 


RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1949. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year  .  . 

8 

13 

21 

1 — 5  years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

10 — 15  years  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  .  . 

— 

2 

2 

20 — 25  years  .  . 

1 

4 

5 

25 — 35  years  .  . 

3 

6 

9 

35 — 45  years  .  . 

6 

6 

12 

45 — 55  years  .  . 

10 

8 

18 

55 — 65  years  .  . 

24 

13 

37 

65 — 70  years  .  . 

24 

17 

41 

70 — 75  years  .  . 

23 

28 

51 

75 — 80  years  .  . 

18 

16 

34 

80 — 85  years  .  . 

7 

20 

27 

85 — 90  years  .  . 

5 

9 

14 

90  years  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS  .. 

130 

143 

273 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Rothwell 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate 
of  Urban 
Districts 

Aggregate 
of  Rural 
Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admini¬ 

strative 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Population 

24,110 

1,163,630 

413,870 

1,577,500 

* 

Births — Males  .  . 

180 

10,081 

3,927 

14,008 

* 

Females 

218 

9,491 

3,677 

13,168 

* 

Total  .  . 

398 

19,572 

7,604 

27,176 

* 

Deaths — Males 

130 

7,471 

2,402 

9,873 

* 

Females 

143 

7,115 

2,062 

9,177 

* 

Total  .  . 

273 

14,586 

4,464 

19,050 

* 

Deaths  under  1  year 

Males 

8 

398 

186 

584 

* 

Females 

13 

322 

131 

453 

* 

Total  .  . 

21 

720 

317 

1,037 

* 

Stillbirths — Males 

2 

261 

97 

358 

* 

Females 

12 

224 

92 

316 

* 

Total 

14 

485 

189 

674 

* 

Total  Live  and  Still- 

births  . ' 

» 

412 

20,057 

7,793 

27,850 

* 

CRUDE  RATES. 


Birth . 

16.5 

16.8 

18.4 

17.2 

16.7 

Death . 

11.3 

12.5 

10.8 

12.1 

11.7 

Cancer  . 

1 .66 

1 .88 

1.61 

1  .81 

1 .87 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

3.48 

4.36 

3.70 

4.19 

* 

Diarrhoea  under  2  per 
1,000  live  births  .  . 

3.01 

3.95 

3.27 

3.0 

Zymotic  . 

— 

0.08 

0.09 

0.08 

* 

Respiratory  diseases 

1 .82 

1 .48 

1.31 

1  .44 

* 

Respiratory  T.B. 

0.46 

0.32 

0.31 

0.32 

0.40 

Other  T.B . 

0.08 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Total  T.B . 

0.54 

0.37 

0.37 

0.37 

0.45 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0.15 

0.13 

0.15 

0.22 

Other  Maternal 

— 

0.60 

0.90 

0.68 

0.76 

Total . 

— 

0.75 

1 .03 

0.83 

0.98 

Infantile  Mortality  .  . 

53 

37 

42 

38 

32 

*  Figures  not  available. 

All  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  quoted  in  this  Schedule  are  per  1,000  Live 

and  Still  Births. 
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Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rothwell  Urban  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949,  I  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  certain 
differences  between  this  Report  and  its  predecessors.  The  loss  of 
our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  means  that  statistical 
data  relating  to  this  branch  of  Public  Health  work  will  no  longer 
be  available.  I  intend,  however,  to  continue  to  give  some  account 
of  the  work  carried  on  in  your  area. 

Included  in  the  Report  is  a  resume  of  the  Public  Health  work 
carried  on  throughout  the  Health  Division.  Although  this  includes 
two  other  Urban  Districts,  the  information  contained  will  be  of 
considerable  interest  and  will  give  some  idea  of  the  range  and  scope 
of  work  undertaken  in  those  branches  of  Preventive  Medicine  for 
which  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible. 

The  year  was  not  marked  by  any  outstanding  epidemic  or 
incidence  of  disease.  Trends  observed  over  recent  years  have 
continued.  The  Housing  position  remains  unsatisfactory.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  continues  to  take  its  toll  and  remains  the  only  important 
cause  of  death  in  the  15 — 45  age  group. 
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Matters  concerning  Cleansing,  Salvage,  and  Meat  and  Food 
Inspection  are  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
him  for  his  ready  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  should  like  also  to  acknowledge  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Rothwell  Urban  District  Council,  and  especially 
of  the  Health  Committee,  the  kind  and  ready  way  in  which  they 
have  listened  to  my  comments,  and  for  the  consideration  they  have 
always  given  to  my  remarks. 

I  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  L.  TAYLOR. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


COMMENTS  ON  STATISTICAL  DATA. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  52.7  per  thousand  births.  This  figure  is  rather  higher 
than  that  recorded  for  the  previous  two  years.  An  analysis  of  the 
causes  shows  that  prematurity  is  still  the  most  important  single 
factor.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  give  these  small  and  delicate 
infants  the  special  attention  needed  to  secure  their  survival.  A 
special  cot  has  been  in  use  and  the  services  of  a  Midwife  specially 
trained  in  this  branch  of  work  have  been  available  throughout  the 
year.  Every  effort  is  taken  to  ensure  that  mothers  understand 
the  principles  involved  in  caring  for  premature  babies.  In  spite  of 
all  that  can  be  done,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  admit  that  the  very 
small  baby  stands  considerably  less  chance  of  survival  than  does 
his  full  time  contemporary. 

The  Death  Rate  at  11.3  per  thousand  of  the  population  can  be 
considered  reasonably  good  and  bears  comparison  with  the  rest  of 
the  Country.  The  greater  expectation  of  life  now  enjoyed  by  the 
population  means  that  the  bulk  of  deaths  are  attributable  to  what 
are  known  as  the  degenerative  diseases.  These  are  heart  and 
circulatory  disorders  and  cancer.  Epidemic  infectious  disease  is 
no  longer  a  factor  in  causing  deaths.  One  death  occurred  from 
Infantile  Paralysis.  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  accounted  for  1 1 
deaths  and  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  2.  Comment  on  this 
latter  disease  will  be  made  later  on  in  the  Report. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  ROTHWELL  URBAN 

DISTRICT,  1949. 


Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

ALL  CAUSES . 

130 

143 

28. 

Nephritis  . 

5 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post- 
Abortive  Sepsis 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

1. 

Typhoid  &  Para- 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

3 

1 

typhoid  Fevers  .  . 

— 

— 

32. 

Con.  mal.  ;  birth  in- 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  . 

— 

— 

jury  infant  dis. 

2 

7 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

33. 

Suicide . 

1 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough .  . 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

2 

5. 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  .  . 

4 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the 

36. 

All  other  Causes  .  . 

8 

10 

7. 

Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

3 

8 

culosis  . 

— 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

9. 

Influenza  . 

— 

2 

one  year : — 

10. 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Infantile 

*  Total  . 

8 

13 

Encephalitis  .  . 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 

Legitimate 

7 

13 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav:  & 
oesoph  (M)  uterus 

(F)  . 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & 

Duodenum 

9 

4 

Live  Births  : — 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

6 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other 

Total  . 

180 

218 

sites . 

9 

8 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

Legitimate 

173 

208 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions  . 

15 

17 

Illegitimate 

7 

10 

19. 

20. 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Cir- 

30 

44 

culatory  System 

5 

5 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

13 

7 

Still  Births  : — 

22. 

Pneumonia . 

12 

7 

23. 

Other  Respiratory 

Total  . 

2 

12 

Diseases  .  . 

3 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Legitimate 

2 

12 

Duodenum 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

26. 

years  . 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive 

diseases  .  . 

1 

2 

Population  ..  24,110 

• 

Comparability  factor — 1.04 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  1949. 


Net  deaths  from  Stated  Causes  under  One  year  of  age. 


P 

d)  d) 

CO 

CO 

CO* 

<1  - 
d  5 
■g  c 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

u 

®  u 

Causes  of  Death 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S  o 

5  S 

4-> 

B 

+-> 

a 

4-> 

a 

a 

§  & 

1 

CO 

1 

OS  to 

O  fi 

CO 

1 

<x> 

05 

3  g 

o _ o 

CO 

h  ° 

1 

CO 

1 

CD 

h 

Prematurity  . 

4 

2 

6 

6 

Spina  Bifida  . 

Intra-cranial  Haemorrhage. 

2 

l 

3 

3 

Tentorial  tear . 

Asphyxia  due  to  injury  at 

1 

1 

1 

birth  . 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

Asphyxia  Pallida,  Cerebral 

0 

4 

l 

5 

Haemorrhage . 

1 

1 

1 

Precipitate  labour 
Tuberculous  meningitis 
Shock  from  multiple  scalds 

0 

l 

1 

of  body  and  limbs 
Congenital  debility  and 

1 

1 

1 

malformation . 

Cerebral  anaemia 
Haemolytic  disease  of  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

new  born  . 

1 

1 

1 

Totals . 

11 

3 

l 

0 

15 

4 

0 

l 

l 

21 

INFANT  DEATHS  PER  THOUSAND  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


1903- 

-1912 

1913- 

1922 

1923 

-1932 

1933- 

-1942 

1943- 

1949 

1903 

171 

1913 

139 

1923 

82 

1933 

77.8 

1943 

42.2 

1904 

145 

1914 

120 

1924 

112 

1934 

50 

1944 

40.0 

1905 

161 

1915 

125 

1925 

72 

1935 

38 

1945 

51.7 

1906 

121 

1916 

85 

1926 

74.2 

1936 

57 

1946 

56.0 

1907 

140 

1917 

142 

1927 

65 

1937 

68 

1947 

49.6 

1908 

148 

1918 

84 

1928 

71.7 

1938 

65 

1948 

38.8 

1909 

112 

1919 

61 

1929 

89.3 

1939 

42.4 

1949 

52.7 

1910 

133 

1920 

83 

1930 

31 

1940 

43 

1911 

116 

1921 

86 

1931 

72.2 

1941 

50.8 

1912 

58 

1922 

90 

1932 

40.9 

1942 

37.2 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

Average — 

130 

.5 

101 

.5 

71 .0 

52 

9 

47 

.3 
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Details  of  Details  of 

STILL-BIRTHS  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 

for  the  past  Five  years.  for  the  past  Five  years. 


Year 

No.  of 
Live 
Births 

No.  of 
Still¬ 
births 

Proportion 
of  Still¬ 
births  per 
100  Live 
Births 

Year 

No.  of 
Live 
Births 

No.  of 
Neo- 
Natal 
Deaths 

Proportion 

of 

Neo-Natal 
Deaths  per 
100  Live 
Births 

1945 

367 

10 

2.72 

1945 

367 

9 

2.45 

1946 

411 

12 

2.9 

1946 

411 

16 

3.9 

1947 

484 

19 

3.9 

1947 

484 

16 

3.3 

1948 

438 

12 

2.7 

1948 

438 

10 

2.3 

1949 

398 

14 

3.5 

1949 

398 

15 

3.8 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE,  1949. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Smallpox 

Diarrhoea 
under  2  years 

Zymotic 

Death  Rate 

No.  of  Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.0 
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General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  : —  Dr.  A.  L.  Taylor, 
M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : —  T.  Wilson,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  A.R. 
San. I.,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.P.C.,  Certified  Meat  Inspector,  Certified 
Smoke  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : —  G.  F.  Idle,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
A.R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Certified  Meat  Inspector. 

Clerk  : —  Miss  H.  Flockton. 

Clerk  : —  J.  Goulden. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  The  Medical  Research  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield  continues  to  give  extremely  valuable  help  and  under¬ 
takes  very  willingly  any  investigations  asked  of  it.  I  am  glad  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  to  the  Director  and  staff 
the  many  courtesies  which  they  have  shown  me  throughout  the 
year.  Samples  of  milk  taken  throughout  the  year  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  at  Bradford, 
as  are  samples  of  water  and  foodstuffs. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  A  very  considerable  improvement 
in  this  Service  has  been  noted  during  1949.  The  coming  into  use 
of  a  large  number  of  new  vehicles  equipped  with  radio  control, 
together  with  an  increasing  sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  has  ensured  that  many  fewer  delays  and  disappoint¬ 
ments  have  occurred.  It  is  still  necessary  to  point  out,  however, 
that  the  mileage  fun  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service  is  enor¬ 
mously  greater  than  was  the  case  before  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  public  must  be  made  aware 
that  frivolous  use  of  this  Service  may  mean  that  an  urgent  case  is 
deprived  of  the  use  of  an  ambulance,  and  the  ensuing  delay  may 
be  a  contributory  factor  in  causing  otherwise  avoidable  death  or 
suffering.  Co-operation  has  been  free  and  happy  and  the  Chief 
Ambulance  Officer  and  his  staff  have  shown  ready  willingness  to 
discuss  any  points  of  difficulty  which  have  arisen. 
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Health  Visiting.  This  essential  Service  has  been  carried  out 
to  a  very  high  standard  in  spite  of  the  continued  shortage  of  staff. 
During  the  year  in  the  Rothwell  area  the  services  of  only  two  fully 
qualified  Health  Visitors,  assisted  by  one  whole  time  School  Nurse 
and,  for  a  period,  one  trainee  Health  Visitor,  have  been  available. 
The  very  large  volume  of  work  undertaken  is  an  indication  of  the 
zeal  and  efficiency  displayed,  and  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  work  has 
not  suffered  nearly  as  much  as  might  have  been  expected.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  useless  to  pretend  that  every  branch  of  the  work, 
which  has  recently  extended  very  greatly  in  scope,  has  been 
covered.  Thus,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  undertake  the  visiting 
of  Tuberculosis  cases  to  the  extent  desirable,  nor  has  it  been  found 
practicable  to  allow  Health  Visitors  to  undertake  the  visiting  of 
homes  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred.  This  function  was 
laid  on  Health  Visitors  under  the  new  Act,  and  will  ultimately  fall 
within  the  scope  of  their  activities. 

Home  Nursing.  Four  Home  Nurses,  with  the  occasional 
help  of  a  Relief  Nurse,  have  carried  out  this  valuable  branch  of 
domiciliary  work.  Home  Nursing  is  becoming  increasingly  im¬ 
portant  in  view  of  the  great  and  apparently  growing  shortage  of 
Hospital  beds.  Patients  are  frequently  discharged  home  in  shorter 
time  than  was  formerly  the  case.  In  addition,  many  chronic  sick, 
elderly  patients  are  unable  to  gain  admittance.  The  Home  Nurse 
is  thus  an  essential  worker  in  the  Health  field,  and  is  undertaking 
increasingly  onerous  duties  with  very  great  smoothness  and  effi¬ 
ciency. 

Midwifery  Service.  A  full  staff  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  all  of  whom  are  provided  with  cars  and  Gas 
and  Air  Analgesia  apparatus.  The  trend  noted  in  recent  years  in 
the  direction  of  seeking  Institutional  confinement  has  been  main¬ 
tained.  Approximately  50  per  cent  of  all  births  took  place  in 
Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals.  The  large  majority  of  normal  con¬ 
finements  from  this  area  are  accommodated  at  Hazelwood  Castle 
Maternity  Home.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  factors  causing 
the  present  popularity  of  Institutional  confinement.  One  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  financial,  as  mothers  confined  in  Institutions  draw  their 
Maternity  Benefit  and  are  put  to  no  expense,  whilst  being  main¬ 
tained  in  Hospital.  Another,  I  regret  to  say,  is  the  apparent 
reluctance  of  relatives  and  friends  to  render  such  assistance  to  the 
mother  as  would  enable  her  to  lie-in  at  home. 

Home  Help  Service.  Social  factors  already  mentioned  in 
the  two  preceding  paragraphs  are  making  the  Home  Help  Service 
increasingly  valuable  and  important.  Demands  have  been  met 
reasonably  adequately.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  some 
difficulty  in  recruiting  Home  Helps  in  the  Rothwell  area,  and  I 
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have  found  it  necessary,  on  occasion,  to  transfer  workers  from  other 
parts  of  the  Division.  The  factors  which  cause  this  are  a  mystery, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  more  recently  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  recruit  new  and  satisfactory  workers  in  this  field.  The  Home 
Help  Service  has  come  to  stay,  and  in  spite  of  its  considerable 
administrative  complexity,  I  consider  it  a  most  useful  and  essential 
part  of  the  Preventive  Medical  Service. 

Clinic  Provision.  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at 
Rothwell,  Lofthouse  and  Methley,  and  fortnightly  at  Oulton  and 
Stourton.  Conditions  at  Stourton  have  been  extremely  unsatis¬ 
factory  and,  I  am  afraid,  must  result  in  the  closure  of  the  Clinic. 
The  provision  of  satisfactory  alternative  premises  will  be  very 
difficult,  but  I  am  not  altogether  without  hope  that  a  way  will  be 
found  of  meeting  the  need.  The  Clinics  have  been  well  attended 
throughout  the  year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  Rothwell  and  at  Methley.  As 
expected,  and  as  has  been  the  general  experience  throughout  the 
Country,  there  was  at  first  some  fall  in  attendances  following  the 
coming  into  force  of  the  Act.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  attend¬ 
ances  began  to  rise  and  can  now  be  considered  satisfactory.  It 
must  be  stressed  that  the  essential  factor  is  that  women  should 
receive  the  necessary  care,  attention,  and  supervision  throughout 
their  pregnancy,  and  that  so  long  as  this  is  provided,  either  by  their 
own  family  doctor  or  by  the  Clinic,  all  will  be  well.  Occasionally, 
one  feels  that  individual  cases  fall  between  two  stools,  and  no  effort 
should  be  spared  to  eliminate  this  weakness. 

Sunray  Clinics  are  held  three  times  a  week  at  the  Central  Clinic 
and  are  as  popular  as  ever.  Benefit  to  children  is  almost  univers¬ 
ally  great  and  many  tributes  are  received  from  mothers  who  have 
been  impressed  by  the  obvious  improvement  shown  by  their  off¬ 
spring. 

Consultant  Clinics.  A  Consultant  Paediatric  Clinic  is  held 
monthly  and  to  this  are  referred  cases  of  extra  difficulty  and  child¬ 
ren  requiring  special  investigation. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  are  held  twice  monthly  and  are  carried  out 
by  an  Ophthalmologist  who  now  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

The  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  was  discontinued  in  April. 
This  was  a  great  disappointment.  An  even  greater  source  of 
anxiety  is  the  fact  that  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  replace 
Mr.  Daw  by  a  suitable  successor.  Frequent  and  strong  representa¬ 
tions  have  been,  and  are  being  made,  and  the  matter  is  being  taken 
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up  by  the  County  Authority  at  a  very  high  level.  Meanwhile,  the 
waiting  period  at  one  Hospital  has  lengthened  until  a  child  may 
now  wait  two  years  for  a  necessary  operation  for  removal  of  tonsils 
and  adenoids.  This  is  a  deplorable  state  of  affairs  and  is  made 
more  deplorable  by  the  fact  that  if  patients  are  able  or  willing  to 
pay  a  fee,  the  waiting  period  is  shortened.  Even  worse,  the  higher 
the  fee  paid,  the  shorter  the  waiting  period.  I  cannot  feel  that 
this  state  of  affairs  is  intended.  I  can  only  hope  that  temporary 
staffing  difficulties,  and  possibly  shortage  of  nurses,  are  the  chief 
causes.  Certainly  much  hardship  and  chronic  ill  health  are 
resulting,  and  much  time  is  spent  trying  to  appease  the  justifiably 
irate  parents  of  these  unfortunate  children. 

Hospital  Provision.  Almost  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
now  admitted  to  Hospital  from  this  area  go  to  Seacroft.  The  great 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  epidemic  disease  and  the  continued  mild 
character  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  meant  that  comparatively  few  cases 
are  now  taken  into  Hospital.  All  information  is  freely  given 
regarding  our  patients  and  I  should  like  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  and  Staff  for  their 
ready  spirit  of  co-operation. 

General  Hospitals.  Rothwell  Urban  District  is  fortunate 
in  its  proximity  to  Leeds  and  Wakefield  and  acute  medical  and 
surgical  cases  are  readily  admitted.  There  is,  however,  an  increas¬ 
ing  delay  in  the  admission  of  sub-acute  cases,  and  the  position  of 
the  chronic  sick  patient  is  becoming  almost  impossible.  Family 
doctors  are  finding  it  most  difficult  to  obtain  admission  for  their 
chronic  sick  patients.  Cases  needing  Welfare  Institutional  accom¬ 
modation  fare  slightly  better,  but  even  here,  demand  for  beds  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  provision. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  water  supply  during  the  year. 
The  amounts  obtained  are  as  follows  : — 

Leeds  Corporation  .  .  .  .  266,949,000  gallons 

Morley  Corporation  .  .  .  .  28,447,000  ,, 

Wakefield  Corporation  ..  31,891,000 

327,281,000 


Of  this  quantity  164,865,000  gallons  were  used  for  trade 
purposes  and  the  balance  of  162,416,000  gallons  was  allocated  to 
domestic  purposes  and  leakage  respectively. 


14 


The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  was  18.4  gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes,  18.7  gallons. 

Throughout  the  year  the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity.  Fourteen  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  and  fourteen  chemical  analyses  were  made,  samples  being 
taken  throughout  the  district.  In  all  these  cases,  the  water  was 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the 
area  is  without  Plumbo-Solvent  action. 

The  three  stand-pipes  previously  mentioned  are  still  in  use. 
There  are  no  wells  in  the  district. 

The  following  is  an  example  of  the  result  obtained  by  analysis 
of  the  mains  water  of  this  district,  and  is  typical  of  all  the  samples 
taken. 

Chemical  Analysis- 

Parts  per  million 


Total  Solids  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 

Chloride  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Nitrite  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Nitrate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.2 

Free  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .  .01 

Poisonous  Metals  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Total  Hardness  .  .  .  .  58 

pH  .  7.6 

This  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality. 

Bacteriological  Test — 

Number  of  organisms  per  1  cc.  after  3  days  at 

20—22  degs.  C.  . 200 

Number  of  organisms  per  lcc.  after  2  days  at 

37  degs.  C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Bacillus  Coli  Aerogenes — No.  per  100  ccs.  Less  than  1 


This  is  a  class  1  water. 

Sewers.  The  main  sewer  through  Rothwell  Park,  so  long 
defective  and  so  frequently  a  cause  of  trouble,  is  at  last  to  be  re¬ 
placed.  The  work  is  to  be  undertaken  in  1950  and  will  effect  an 
enormous  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  the  sewerage  of  the  area. 
Difficulties  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  in  the  Methley  district 
owing  to  mining  subsidence.  It  will  be  necessary  to  undertake 
considerable  work  in  that  area  in  the  very  near  future.  The 
Sewage  Works,  with  the  exception  of  that  at  Methley,  have  been 
satisfactory. 
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Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Public  Cleansing.  These 
matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Shops  and  Offices.  No  statutory  action  has  been  found 
necessary,  but  routine  inspection  is  carried  out. 

Camping  Sites.  See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  No  public  baths  in  this  area. 

Bed  Bug  Disinfestation.  This  is  carried  out  as  a  routine 
matter  in  relation  to  all  occupants  of  new  Council  houses  where 
necessary,  and  Gammexane  and  D.D.T.  are  used,  with  satisfactory 
results. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  Parts  1  and  8  of  the  Act  fall 
within  the  scope  of  administration  of  this  Authority.  I  append 
herewith  a  list  of  Home  Workers  and  it  will  be  noted  that  no 
special  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year.  With  respect 
to  Part  1  of  the  Act,  routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
and  again  no  special  action  has  been  necessary. 


INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS 
TO  HEALTH  (INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR.) 


No.  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

11 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

71 

24 

1 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  .  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  .  . 

84 

24 

1 

— 
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GASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 

cases.) 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prose- 
cutions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
In¬ 
spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  . 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

OUTWORK. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
Out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 
list  re¬ 
quired 
by  Sec. 

no  (1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
in¬ 
stances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
whole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleaning  and 

Washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  Weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF 

AREA. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention. 

Inspections 

•  •  •  • 

24 

Further  enquiries 

•  •  •  • 

0 

Disinfections 

•  •  •  • 

13 

Schools  Disinfected 

•  •  •  • 

0 

Miscellaneous  visits 

•  •  •  • 

5 

Scabies  visits 

•  •  •  • 

0 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

•  •  •  • 

39 

Milk  Samples  taken  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

0 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspections. 

Meat  Inspections 

•  •  •  • 

10 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  • 

5 

Food  Inspections 

•  •  •  • 

63 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  .  .  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

0 

Water  Sampling 

.  . 

20 

Housing. 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded 

•  •  •  • 

190 

General  Surveys 

•  •  •  • 

280 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections 

•  •  •  • 

665 

Re-visits 

•  •  •  • 

684 

Offensive  Trades. 

Inspections  of  Knackers’  Yards 

•  •  •  • 

0 

,,  ,,  Blood  Boiling  premises 

•  •  •  • 

0 

,,  ,,  Fat  refining 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Sanitary  Matters. 

Inspection  of  Verminous  Premises.  . 

•  •  •  • 

201 

Inspections  for  Rat  Infestations 

•  •  •  • 

191 

Inspections  of  new  drains 

•  •  •  • 

554 

Smoke  Observations 

•  •  •  • 

21 

Inspections  re  Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal 

•  •  •  • 

656 

Factories  and  Workshops 

•  •  •  • 

24 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

. . 

22 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (Housing  Act  and  Public 
Health  Acts) 

306 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (Sect.  17  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936)  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  0 


Number  of  Nuisances  abated  on  serving  Statutory  Notice 

(Public  Health  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250 
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HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  855 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,819 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1942  .  .  .  .  .  .  190 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  470 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  1 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  244 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repair  .  .  .  .  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  3 

(. b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  61 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

(. b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  2 


19 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  . .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  were  accepted  from  owners  : — 

(a)  To  render  houses  fit  for  human  habitation  1 

(b)  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  l 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

4.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1949. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

HOUSING. 

No  overcrowding  survey  was  made  during  the  year,  nor  would 
this  have  proved  of  any  use.  Overcrowding  exists  to  a  moderately 
severe  degree,  but  the  provision  of  new  houses  is  hopelessly  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  ameliorate  the  condition. 

During  the  year,  two  Individual  Unfit  houses  were  represented 
under  Section  11. 

The  causes  contributing  to  the  difficulty  of  providing  new 
housing  accommodation  are  well  known  and  require  no  comment 
here.  I  am  happy  to  state,  however,  that  the  method  of  allocation 
of  tenancy  followed  by  this  Authority  is  such  that  so  far  as  can  be 
assured,  absolute  fairness  is  maintained.  The  House  Letting 
Committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  rigidly  strict  manner  in 
which  they  have  enforced  the  observance  of  their  "  Points  ”  scheme. 

The  fact  that  only  two  Individual  Unfit  houses  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year  must  not  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  the 
structural  condition  of  all  other  houses  in  the  area  is  reasonably 
good.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  no  fewer  than  several  hundred 
houses  which,  under  normal  circumstances,  I  would  have  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  including  in  Clearance  Areas  with  a  view  to  their  early 
closure  and  demolition.  Present  conditions  preclude  such  action 
and  for  the  present  many  families  must  continue  to  live  in  accom¬ 
modation  of  a  most  unsuitable  and  dilapidated  nature. 
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Smallpox 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

Diphtheria,  including  Membraneous  croup 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

Paratyphoid  (Primary  or  influenzal) 

— 

Pneumonia 

38 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 
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+-> 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 
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CO 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

G 

CD 
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Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

£ 
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Acute  encephalitis  lethargica 

— 
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Dysentery 

— 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 
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Erysipelas 

12 
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Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (New  cases  only) 

25 
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Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (New  cases  only) 

2 
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Contracted  in  this  country 

— - 

fa 

rS 

Contracted  abroad 

— 

Induced  in  Institutions 

— • 

Chickenpox 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles) 

292 

Whooping  Cough 

109 

Other  Diseases  (please  specify) 

— 

Smallpox 

— 
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Scarlet  Fever 

7 

Diphtheria 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

6 

CD 

U 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

CO 

fa 

CO 

Other  Diseases  (please  specify)  : — 

o 

Observation 

5 

Measles 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1949. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 — 5  years.  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 — 10  years 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 — 15  years 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 — 20  years 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 — 25  years 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

25 — 35  years 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

35 — 45  years 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

45 — 55  years 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 — 65  years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Over  65  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

12 

13 

2 

0 

3 

8 

0 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases)  Since  1931. 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1931 

20 

4 

12 

1 

1932 

13 

0 

13 

1 

1933 

19 

8 

8 

1 

1934 

13 

7 

4 

0 

1935 

11 

6 

6 

0 

1936 

9 

1 

7 

2 

1937 

13 

11 

9 

0 

1938 

18 

17 

12 

5 

1939 

24 

11 

10 

4 

1940 

19 

3 

11 

1 

1941 

22 

12 

10 

2 

1942 

23 

4 

11 

4 

1943 

24 

7 

9 

— 

1944 

21 

10 

12 

2 

1945 

21 

5 

11 

1 

1946 

28 

9 

7 

3 

1947 

16 

5 

8 

— 

1948 

22 

3 

11 

2 

1949 

25 

2 

11 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

RECORD  OF  CASES  DURING  1949. 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  beginning 
of  year 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  first  time 
during  year 

No.  of  cases  added  to  Register  other¬ 
wise  than  by  notification  .  . 

No.  removed  to  other  districts.  . 

No.  cured 

No.  died  from  disease  .  . 

No.  died  from  other  causes 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  year 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

55 

47 

23 

20 

13 

12 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

8 

— 

2 

62 

47 

21 

20 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Again,  no  epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  during  the 
year.  Diphtheria  was  absent  and  it  is  now,  I  think,  safe  to  say 
that  this  once  prevalent  and  dreaded  disease  is  no  longer  a  factor 
to  be  considered. 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  as  usual  at  all  Welfare 
Centres  and  by  private  practitioners  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
percentage  of  Immunised  children  is  maintained  at  a  high  level. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  still  very  mild  in  type,  and  complications  are 
rare.  The  fact  that  only  23  cases  were  notified  suggests  that  the 
method  now  adopted  of  nursing  the  majority  at  home,  does  not 
give  rise  to  any  increase  in  infection. 

Four  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred,  one  of  which  proved 
fatal.  In  no  instance  was  it  possible  to  connect  one  *case  with 
another. 

Measles  had  its  usual  biennial  prevalence  with  292  cases.  No 
death  occurred. 

The  position  relating  to  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  is 
still  unsettled.  Intensive  trials  have  proceeded  at  various  centres 
of  population  throughout  the  Country.  One  vaccine  has  been 
found  to  give  what  are  considered  satisfactory  results  and  is  shortly 
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to  be  used  on  a  mass  scale  for  immunisation  in  one  of  our  largest 
cities.  Hopes  are  high  that  this  prophylactic  will  shortly  become 
available  to  the  whole  community,  and  when  this  happens  we  may 
consider  that  another  very  great  advance  in  Preventive  Medicine 
has  occurred. 

The  Typhoid  group  of  infections  has  again  given  rise  to  no  case. 

Thus  we  conclude  that  in  the  field  of  epidemic  infectious 
disease,  the  position  is  satisfactory  and  likely  to  improve. 

The  number  of  children  presented  for  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  has  decreased  still  further  and  so  far  as  can  be  estimated, 
not  more  than  about  15  -20  per  cent  of  the  child  population  is  now 
protected.  No  ill  effects  should  be  expected  from  this  decline 
provided  Smallpox  is  not  introduced  into  the  community.  An 
ample  supply  of  lymph  must  be  maintained,  as  experience  shows 
that  should  Smallpox  occur,  there  is  an  immediate  and  over¬ 
whelming  demand  for  protection  from  the  very  people  who  now 
profess  indifference  to  its  value. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  position  in  this  field  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In 
1949,  25  new  pulmonary  and  2  new  non-pulmonary  cases  were 
notified.  There  were  1 1  deaths  in  the  pulmonary  and  2  in  the 
non-pulmonary  group.  Admission  to  Sanatoria  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  owing  to  the  shortage  of  Nursing  Staff.  Many 
hundreds  of  empty  beds  are  reported.  This  means,  of  course,  that 
highly  infectious  cases  are  retained  at  home.  It  is  humanly  im¬ 
possible  to  ensure  that  these  unfortunates  are  segregated  from  their 
fellows  in  any  manner  sufficiently  effective  to  ensure  no  risk  of 
infection.  Only  by  adequate  provision  of  Institutional  beds  can 
there  be  any  hope  at  all  of  reducing  substantially  the  numbers  of 
new  cases.  One  ray  of  hope  in  this  field  is  the  use  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination.  This  prophylactic  has  been  widely  used  in  Scandi¬ 
navian  countries  during  recent  years,  and  supplies  are  now  being 
made  available  in  this  country.  At  present,  vaccination  is  being 
administered  only  to  young  children  known  to  be  in  immediate 
contact  with  “  open  ”  cases.  The  procedure  at  present  in  use  is 
elaborate  and  necessitates  segregation  of  the  child  for  a  period  of 
six  weeks  before  and  after  vaccination.  One  hopes  and  believes 
that  experience  will  prove  that  this  rigorous  and  rigid  regime  may 
be  modified  and  that  ultimately  vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 
may  become  available  to  all  children  at  birth.  This  method  of 
protection  is  found  to  give  a  considerable  degree  of  immunity, 
although  as  at  present  carried  out  no  claim  is  made  by  its  sponsors 
that  completed  protection  is  afforded. 
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INFESTATIONS. 

Only  11  cases  of  Scabies  came  to  notice  during  the  year, 
and  these  were  treated  successfully  by  benzole  benzoate  emulsion. 

Pediculosis  was  slight  in  incidence  and  the  few  cases  occurring 
in  school  children  were  successfully  treated  by  lethane  oil  and 
followed  up  under  the  supervision  of  the  School  Nurse. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  UPON  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF 
DIVISION  16  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER, 

1949. 

This  Division,  which  was  formed  in  April,  1947,  consists  of 
three  Urban  Districts  of  a  total  population  of  approximately 
54,000,  and  covers  an  area  of  19,684  acres.  The  predominant 
industry  is  mining  but  a  very  large  number  of  the  population  finds 
employment  in  neighbouring  County  Boroughs,  and  particularly 
Leeds.  Social  conditions  are  reasonably  good  with  the  exception 
of  housing,  which,  of  course,  is  as  unsatisfactory  as  in  all  other  areas. 

By  fortunate  circumstance,  an  adequate,  modern  and  well- 
designed  Clinic  already  existed  in  the  very  geographical  centre  of 
the  Division  and  within  the  same  curtilage  stood  a  prefabricated 
nursery  hutment  which  has  proved  capable  of  adaptation  as  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  Divisional  Office.  Thus,  many  of  the 
difficulties  which  assailed  newly-formed  Divisions,  were  not  en¬ 
countered,  and  much  of  the  smoothness  with  which  the  Service  has 
been  built  up  is  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  this  factor. 

The  Central  Office  staff  consists  of  : — 

The  Chief  Clerk  (Male)  ; 

One  Male  Clerk  ; 

Six  Female  Clerk-Typists, 

and  here  again  I  count  myself  fortunate  in  having  secured  the 
services  of  an  energetic  and  competent  team  of  workers  who  have 
consistently  displayed  zeal  and  efficiency. 


MEDICAL  STAFFING. 

The  Medical  Staff  of  the  Division  consists  of  myself  and  two 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers.  No  part-time  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  are  engaged  except,  rarely,  as  locum  tenens.  Experience 
has  shown  that  with  this  medical  staff,  all  necessary  duties  can  be 
covered  adequately,  provided  the  small  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are 
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only  attended  by  a  Doctor  fortnightly.  This  has  been  found  to 
give  good  results  and  has  resulted  in  a  very  considerable  saving  of 
medical  time.  The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  undertakes  some 
Clinical  work  and  one  feels  that  this  is  a  desirable  feature.  It 
ensures,  at  least,  that  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  maintains  close 
touch  with  clinical  trends  and,  in  discussion  with  his  colleagues,  can 
pronounce  authoritatively  on  day-to-day  problems. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 

An  original  establishment  of  ten  Health  Visitors  was  greatly 
weakened  towards  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  resignation  of  three 
of  the  staff  for  domestic  reasons.  These  have  not  yet  been  re¬ 
placed,  and  the  service  is  consequently  suffering  to  some  extent. 
The  greatly  increased  scope  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  duties  and  res¬ 
ponsibilities  has  caused  some  shift  of  emphasis  from  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work  to  general  medico-social  work,  and  not  all  the 
staff  have  yet  succeeded  in  adjusting  themselves  to  the  change. 
Some  years  must  elapse  before  the  new  conception  is  fully  accepted 
and  implemented.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  Health  Visiting 
Service  has  worked  satisfactorily  and  fulfilled  adequately  its  many 
and  varied  duties. 

One  State  Registered  Nurse  is  engaged  solely  on  school  health 
duties  in  the  Rothwell  Area.  This  arrangement  will  only  be  con¬ 
tinued  until  a  numerically  adequate  Health  Visiting  Staff  can  be 
provided. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES. 

Nine  Midwives  practice  in  the  area,  all  of  whom  are  supplied 
with  cars  and  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  machines.  No  relief 
Midwife  is  at  present  available,  but  one  has  been  appointed  provi¬ 
sionally,  and  will  take  up  duty  as  soon  as  she  is  provided  with 
transport.  The  urgent  demand  for  Institutional  accommodation 
has  greatly  lessened  the  number  of  cases  undertaken  by  domiciliary 
midwives.  A  further  inroad  has  been  made  by  the  greatly 
increased  number  of  general  practitioners’  bookings.  These 
reduce  the  midwives  to  the  status  of  maternity  nurses  and  are 
regarded  by  some  of  them  with  some  disapproval.  One  feels  that 
the  demand  for  Institutional  admission  is  not  altogether  justified 
by  circumstances.  The  financial  factor  is  one  which  weighs  heavily 
in  some  cases,  as  no  charge  is  made  for  Institutional  care,  whereas 
a  patient  remaining  at  home  is  inevitably  put  to  some  expense. 
One  further  notes  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  relatives,  friends 
and  neighbours  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  mothers  confined  at  home. 
This  is  a  sign  of  the  times  and  spreads  over  the  whole  field  of 
domestic  social  affairs. 
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One  Midwife  attended  the  course  at  the  Sorrento  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  to  receive  special  training  in  the  care  of  premature 
babies.  A  Sorrento  cot  is  in  use  in  the  Division  and  has  proved  its 
value  on  several  occasions.  Instruction  is  given  by  the  Sorrento 
trained  Midwife  to  her  colleagues,  and  she  exercises  general  super¬ 
vision  over  the  care  of  all  premature  babies  in  this  Division. 


HOME  NURSING. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  marked  the  end  of  the  old 
District  Nursing  Associations  which  had  done  such  good  work  in 
the  past.  The  new  Home  Nursing  Service  in  the  Division  now 
comprises  ten  Nurses  of  whom  three  are  provided  with  motor  cars. 
A  scheme  has  been  inaugurated  by  which  one  nurse  acts  as  relief 
throughout  the  Division  and  this  appears  to  be  working  smoothly 
so  far.  The  great  and  growing  shortage  of  Hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  chronic  sick  marks  a  correspondingly  increased  need  for 
provision  of  Home  Nursing  assistance.  This  Service  is  bound  to 
grow  in  importance  and  one  is  glad  to  note  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  on 
every  side.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  a  growing  sense  of  cohesion 
amongst  the  different  Home  Nurses  who,  in  earlier  days,  were  very 
hesitant  in  their  approach  to  the  central  administration.  This 
atmosphere  of  caution  has  now  completely  disappeared  and 
co-operation  is  happy  and  free. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SOCIAL  WORKER. 

One  worker  is  engaged  part-time  in  this  Division,  and  her 
services  have  been  of  great  use  in  the  special  investigations  and 
visits  necessary  in  this  branch  of  the  Social  Services. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult  services  to  administer. 
The  complexities  arising  out  of  central  authorisation,  ascertain¬ 
ment  of  income  and  payment  carried  out  by  the  Welfare  section, 
and  the  necessarily  casual  nature  of  the  work,  have  given  rise  to 
innumerable  difficulties.  A  panel  of  21  Home  Helps  is  available 
throughout  the  Division  and  their  work,  during  1949,  was  equiva¬ 
lent  to  the  services  of  9b  full-time  workers.  This  service  is  more 
liable  to  abuse  than  any  other.  The  very  greatest  vigilance  is 
necessary  to  ensure  that  Home  Helps  are  not  used  as  charwomen 
by  the  applicants  for  their  services.  A  rigid  system,  embracing 
reports  from  Health  Visitor,  Midwife  or  Home  Nurse,  supporting 
certificate  from,  and  frequently  personal  discussion  of  case  with, 
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the  family  doctor,  has  been  again  and  again  proved  necessary. 
Even  then,  instances  have  come  to  light  of  gross  abuse.  Here 
again  one  must  record  the  impression  of  a  diminishing  sense  of 
social  responsibility  throughout  large  sections  of  the  population. 
It  is  common  to  discover  that  the  case  reported  as  being  without 
help  or  succour  has,  within  easy  reach,  a  relation  or  friend  who 
could,  but  is  apparently  unwilling,  to  lend  a  hand. 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  Help 
Service,  properly  used,  is  an  inestimable  boon  to  many  people  in 
distress  through  sickness  or  accident.  The  elderly,  the  chronic 
sick,  the  lying-in  mother,  all  have  been  very  greatly  helped.  In 
addition,  the  service  helps  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  Hospital  beds 
and  enables  many  elderly  people  to  carry  on  in  their  own  home 
surroundings  who,  otherwise,  would  be  compelled  to  seek  admission 
into  an  Institution. 


TUBERCULOSIS  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

Three  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  work  in  different  sections 
of  the  Division.  This  is  an  unfortunate  necessity  and  diminishes 
very  considerably  the  ease  of  administration  of  the  work.  It  is 
fair  to  say  that  all  three  Visitors  are  co-operative  and  their  reports 
are  received  regularly.  Inevitably,  however,  each  feels  her  main 
loyalty  to  be  to  her  larger  area  of  work  outside  the  Division.  No 
alteration  is  possible  under  present  distribution  and  one  can  only 
do  the  best  possible  under  the  circumstances. 


CLINIC  PROVISION. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Central  Clinic  at  Rothwell,  all  the 
premises  used  for  clinic  purposes  are  of  makeshift  type  such  as 
Welfare  Halls  and  Chapels.  With  one  exception  they  are  adequate 
for  the  purpose  although  far  from  ideal.  The  one  exception,  at 
Stourton,  is  so  bad  that  no  alternative  has  been  possible  but  to 
close  down.  This  is  to  take  place  in  March,  1950.  Fortunately 
the  numbers  in  attendance  are  exceedingly  small  and  can  be 
adequately  cared  for  at  Rothwell.  In  all,  eleven  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  are  held  throughout  the  Division.  Attendance  during  1949 
averaged  48  children  weekly  per  clinic. 

There  is  need  for  the  establishment  of  one  further  Welfare 
Clinic.  This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  building  of  some 
hundred  new  houses  near  an  existing  isolated  village.  Premises  of 
reasonable  suitability  have  been  found  and  negotiations  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  Trustees. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  at  six  Centres  and  twice  monthly  at 
one  other  Centre.  Attendances,  since  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  have  shown  a  marked  falling  off,  due  to  the 
increased  number  of  cases  who  now  book  their  own  general  practi¬ 
tioner.  More  recently,  a  slight  upward  trend  has  been  noted  and 
this  may  mark  a  return  to  a  more  widespread  use  of  Clinic  facilities. 
No  Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  now  held  in  the  Division,  as  it 
is  found  much  more  convenient  and  practicable  to  refer  individual 
cases  to  Obstetric  Consultants  in  Wakefield  or  Leeds.  In  addition, 
all  cases  booked  for  Institutional  admission  are  referred,  at  least 
once,  to  their  Maternity  Home  or  Hospital  for  ante-natal  examina¬ 
tion  there. 

Post-Natal  Clinics  are  not  held  separately  in  this  Division. 
Cases  attend  for  post-natal  examination  on  the  same  days  as  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held.  The  number  of  cases  remains  small. 
This  is  no  new  experience,  and  it  has  always  been  a  matter  of  very 
great  difficulty  to  persuade  mothers  of  the  desirability  of  routine 
post-natal  examinations.  Persistent  efforts  at  education  along 
these  lines  have  met  with  very  scanty  response,  but  one  can  only 
persist. 


CENTRAL  CLINIC,  ROTHWELL. 

As  already  stated,  these  premises  are  adequate  and  well- 
designed  for  our  purpose,  and  fully  fill  the  function  of  the  multi¬ 
lateral  clinic.  In  addition  to  two  Ante-Natal  and  one  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  weekly,  the  following  work  is  undertaken  there  : — 

Paediatric  Clinic.  Held  monthly,  at  which  Dr.  Henderson, 
Consultant  Paediatrician  attends.  Cases  are  referred  frcTm  all  over 
the  Division,  both  from  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and 
from  general  practitioners.  These  latter  are  kept  fully  informed 
and  a  copy  of  Dr.  Henderson’s  report  is  always  supplied  them. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic.  Dr.  Wittels  attends  approximately 
two  days  monthly  and  to  him  are  referred  all  outstanding  cases 
arising  in  the  course  of  school  medical  work.  The  woik  is  now  quite 
up  to  date  and  the  waiting  time  for  glasses  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  now 
very  considerably  reduced,  and  is,  in  some  instances,  as  short  as  a 
week  or  two  from  the  date  of  prescribing.  This  is  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  position  a  year  ago  when  delays  of  six  months  and 
over  were  common.  There  are,  however,  still  some  arrears  to  be 
made  up,  with  a  number  of  prescriptions  still  outstanding. 
Although  figures  given  in  the  statistical  part  of  the  report  are  as 
accurate  as  possible  in  relation  to  our  actual  knowledge,  in  some 
cases  we  only  become  aware  of  the  position  when  the  child  reports 
for  re-examination. 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat.  The  position  in  regard  to  this 
Service  is  extremely  unsatisfactory.  Until  April,  1949,  Mr.  Daw, 
Aural  Registrar  from  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary,  attended  two 
sessions  monthly,  and  held  two  operative  sessions  monthly  at 
Castleford  and  Normanton  Hospital.  Thus,  until  then,  there  was 
no  waiting  list  for  tonsil  and  adenoid  removal.  Owing  to  a  dispute 
with  the  Regional  Board  concerning  remuneration,  Mr.  Daw’s 
services  were  withdrawn,  and  so  far,  it  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  successor.  This  has  resulted  in  a  very 
serious  setback.  The  waiting  list  at  neighbouring  Hospitals  is 
said  to  be  from  two  to  three  years.  One  sees  cases  daily  which 
urgently  need  treatment,  but  is  able  to  do  nothing  about  it. 
Urgent  representations  are  being  made  with  a  view  to  an  early 
resumption  of  the  E.N.T.  Service,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that 
1950  will  see  this  valuable  branch  of  the  work  again  active. 

Speech  Therapy.  Miss  Shummacher  attends  at  present 
twice  weekly  and  is  doing  very  valuable  work  in  this  sphere.  It 
has  been  found  necessary  to  “  screen  ”  all  cases  referred  to  her  and 
this  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  saving  of  professional  time.  The 
Speech  Therapy  is  much  appreciated  and  good  results  are  being 
obtained  in  cases  amenable  to  this  approach.  The  work  is  up  to 
date. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray.  Three  weekly  clinics  are  held  at  Roth- 
well  and  are  well  attended.  This  Service  has  been  run  for  some 
years  and  has  proved  its  value,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
debilitated  child  who  fails  to  make  progress  for  no  obvious  reason. 
It  is  a  rigid  rule  that  no  child  is  accepted  for  treatment  unless  he 
is  first  examined  by  a  doctor  or  produces  a  note  from  his  own 
general  practitioner.  Recently  a  U.V.R.  Clinic  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  at  Garforth,  through  the  generosity  of  the  former  Garforth 
District  Nursing  Association,  who  used  their  remaining  funds  to 
equip  the  Clinic  with  a  modern,  Centrosol  lamp  and  four  ceiling 
heat  lamps.  This  clinic  too,  is  held  three  times  weekly,  and  caters 
for  the  needs  of  the  whole  Garforth  Urban  District. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  weekly  at  Garforth  and  is  run  by  Miss  Sugden, 
Orthopaedic  Nurse,  who  is  on  the  staff  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

The  school  population  of  the  Division  is  approximately  7,000. 
This  figure  makes  it  possible  for  the  work  to  be  covered  competently 
by  two  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers.  Dr.  Summers  under- 
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takes  the  investigation  of  Educationally  Sub-Normal  pupils 
throughout  the  Division.  Routine  school  medical  inspection  tends 
to  be  made  more  difficult  by  the  inadequate  and  overcrowded 
premises  at  many  of  the  older  schools.  It  has  been  found  possible 
to  make  use  of  alternative  nearby  premises  in  some  cases.  A  very 
happy  spirit  of  co-operation  exists  with  the  Heads  of  almost  all  the 
schools  and  there  has  been  virtually  no  friction.  This  relationship 
facilitates  the  free  exchange  of  information  concerning  children  who 
are  in  need  of  special  care. 

School  Premises.  The  majority  of  schools  in  this  area  are 
reasonably  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  structure  and 
sanitation.  There  are,  however,  a  few  exceptions,  more  partic¬ 
ularly  amongst  the  former  Church  schools,  and  considerable 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  one  or  two  instances,  in  getting 
really  necessary  improvements  carried  out.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
in  almost  all  cases,  these  difficulties  have  now  been  satisfactorily 
overcome.  Very  few  schools  are  provided  with  adequate  washing 
facilities  and  the  provision  of  soap  and  towels  under  present  con¬ 
ditions  raises  insuperable  difficulties.  It  is  necessary  to  remember 
that  these  schools  were  built  in  the  days  before  the  provision  of 
school  meals,  and  very  few  children  needed  washing  facilities.  In 
some  schools,  efforts  are  being  made,  but  all  the  Heads  are  agreed 
that  adequate  arrangements  are  almost  an  impossibility. 

Handicapped  Pupils.  Very  great  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  obtaining  suitable  educational  accommodation  for  Handicapped 
Pupils.  There  is  need  for  much  greater  provision  and  in  no  branch 
is  this  more  apparent  than  in  the  case  of  Spastics.  For  these 
unfortunates,  no  provison  whatever  now  exists  in  this  Region.  The 
matter  was  taken  up  recently  with  the  Feeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  but  no  satisfaction  was  obtained.  Spastics  are  now  no 
longer  admitted  to  Pinderfields,  where  all  efforts  are  being  con¬ 
centrated  on  the  rehabilitation  of  convalescent  cases  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis.  Difficulty  also  exists  in  the  provision  of  Institutional 
accommodation  for  Epileptics,  although,  at  the  moment,  a  review 
of  the  position  in  this  Division  suggests  that  no  serious  hardship 
is  being  caused. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

Seven  mentally  defective  children  from  this  Division  are  in 
daily  attendance  at  an  Occupation  Centre  which  has  been  opened 
in  Castleford.  Transport  is  provided  and  the  children  seem  happy 
and  their  parents  satisfied.  I  feel  bound  to  record  my  view  that 
the  greatest  value  of  such  Centres  is  in  relief  to  the  unfortunate 
parents.  The  children  are  adequately  “  minded  ”  and  kept 
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busily  occupied.  I  am  sceptical  as  to  the  permanent  value  of  any 
training  which  can  be  given  to  the  majority  of  defectives.  At  the 
same  time,  one  feels  that  something  positive  is  being  done  for  these 
unfortunates,  and  I  am  prepared  to  modify  my  criticism  in  the 
light  of  experience. 

Institutional  accommodation  for  mental  defectives  is  extremely 
difficult  to  obtain.  All  colonies  are  full  to  the  point  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  ;  thus,  many  cases  are  perforce  kept  at  home,  and  the  distress 
caused  is  very  considerable.  It  is  difficult  to  anticipate  any  early 
easing  of  the  situation. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

A  prefabricated,  forty-place,  Day  Nursery  is  in  being  at 
Stourton.  This  was  opened  seven  years  ago  and  has  been  con¬ 
sistently  full.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  a  waiting  list  of 
over  40  applicants.  Originally  intended  to  care  for  the  children 
of  mothers  engaged  in  industry,  its  scope  has  now  widened  con¬ 
siderably  and  greater  emphasis  is  placed  on  social  needs.  Thus, 
the  young  children  of  lying-in  mothers,  illegitimate  children,  and 
those  from  grossly  overcrowded  homes,  are  admitted  wherever 
possible.  The  very  high  average  attendance  throughout  the  year 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  staff.  A  happy  relationship  exists 
between  staff  and  parents,  and  friction  is  almost  unknown. 

EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  has  remained  consistently 
low  throughout  the  year.  Diphtheria  prophylaxis  has  been 
steadily  carried  out.  No  drives  are  held  as  experience  shows  that 
these  are  usually  followed  by  a  period  of  apathy.  Immunisation 
is  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure  in  all  Welfare  Clinics.  The  high 
percentage  of  immunised  children  (76  per  cent  under  five  years) 
proves  that  this  method  works  well.  During  the  year,  booster 
doses  were  given  in  the  schools  in  the  Garforth  area.  It  is  my 
intention,  each  year,  to  give  booster  doses  in  successive  areas  in  the 
Division  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  the  whole  school  population  each 
three  years.  The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  schools 
stands  at  80.  It  is  a  matter  for  very  considerable  satisfaction  that 
no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  whole  Division  for  three 
years. 

Vaccination.  The  position  in  relation  to  vaccination  is  less 
satisfactory.  I  should  estimate  that  not  more  than  20  per  cent 
of  mothers  are  now  having  their  children  protected  against  Small¬ 
pox.  Vaccination  clinics  are  held  periodically  at  the  Central 
Clinic,  and  all  applications  are  given  early  attention. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  The  procedure,  which  has  been  adopted  in 
this  Division  since  its  inception,  of  keeping  the  majority  of  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  at  home,  has  proved  satisfactory.  There  has  been  a 
slight  diminution  in  incidence,  and  no  complications  have  arisen. 
Terminal  disinfection  has  been  discontinued  unless  a  special  request 
is  made  by  the  householder.  This,  again,  has  not  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  any  unfortunate  sequelae. 

Whooping  Cough.  Official  permission  is  still  awaited  to 
begin  mass  immunisation  against  this  disease.  The  anomalous 
position  has  arisen  where  mothers  are  urging  that  their  children 
should  receive  protection,  and  one’s  only  recourse  at  the  moment 
is  to  refer  them  to  their  own  family  doctor.  Many  of  these  are 
giving  combined  A.P.T.  and  Pertussis  immunisation.  No  con¬ 
trolled  figures  are  obtainable,  but  there  is  a  general  impression 
that  attacks  of  Whooping  Cough  in  immunised  children  are  of  less 
severity  and  of  shorter  duration.  One  looks  forward  to  the  day 
when  the  Ministry  sanctions  general  use  of  a  suitable  prophylactic. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  Five  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  there  were  two  deaths  attributed  to  the 
disease.  In  no  case  was  it  possible  to  identify  the  source  of  infec¬ 
tion.  No  special  measures  were  considered  necessary  in  relation 
to  school  closure,  etc. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  position  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  remains  unsatisfactory, 
and  this  is  a  nation-wide  problem.  Tuberculosis  is  now  the  greatest 
single  factor  responsible  for  deaths  in  the  15-45  age  group. 
Sanatorium  accommodation  is  woefully  inadequate  and  this,  of 
necessity,  means  that  large  numbers  of  “  open  ”  cases  are  dis¬ 
charged  to  their  homes  and  constitute  a  reservoir  of  infection. 
Wherever  possible,  open  cases  are  provided  with  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  which  ensures  that  they  have  a  separate  room.  Open  air 
shelters  are  provided  for  suitable  cases.  These  measures,  however, 
are  bound  to  prove  inadequate  in  controlling  the  spread  of  infection. 
The  only  possible  way,  in  my  opinion,  to  obtain  substantial 
improvement,  will  be  the  early  provision  of  greatly  increased 
sanatorium  accommodation. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  the  Division  during 
1949,  and  no  complaints  regarding  food  were  received. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Talks  were  given  throughout  the  year  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  to  Parent-Teacher  Associations  and  to  senior 
classes  in  schools.  They  were  well  received  and  appeared  to  arouse 
some  interest.  One  can  only  hope  that  the  information  offered  is 
being  acted  upon. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

No  permanent  Ambulance  Depot  has  yet  been  established  in 
the  Division.  Ambulances  are  kept  during  the  day  at  two  points, 
but  return  to  their  main  Depot  at  Wakefield  at  night.  There  is 
some  indication  that  the  early  gross  abuse  of  this  “  free  ”  service 
is  diminishing  ;  further,  new  vehicles  have  come  into  use  during 
the  year.  The  Ambulance  Officers  are  courteous  and  helpful. 
Difficulties  which  have  arisen  are,  in  my  opinion,  entirely  due  to 
the  gross,  unfair  and  unnecessary  overloading  of  the  Service.  One 
looks  for  a  progressive  tightening  up  in  the  use  of  ambulances  and 
this  should  lead  to  elimination  of  many  unfortunate  delays. 


RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  OTHER  BODIES. 

Close  contact  has  been  maintained  with  the  Almoners  and 
Medical  Staffs  of  neighbouring  Hospitals.  Information  has  been 
freely  exchanged  and  discharge  reports  are  now  coming  through 
satisfactorily  and  regularly. 

Relationships  with  general  practitioners  in  the  Division  have 
been  cordial,  almost  without  exception.  No  friction  has  arisen 
and  one  notes  with  pleasure  an  increasing  readiness  to  contact  the 
Divisional  Office  in  cases  relating  to  the  social  needs  and  welfare 
of  patients.  Wherever  possible,  personal  contact  is  made  and 
difficulties  are  discussed  frankly. 

Contacts  with  the  staffs  of  all  Departments  at  County  Hall 
have  been  close  and  frequent,  and  I  acknowledge  with  pleasure 
the  many  courtesies  and  kindnesses  which  have  been  shown  me 
during  the  year.  One  appreciates  the  very  many  difficulties  of 
the  central  administration  and  accepts  that  these  are  inseparable 
from  the  present  set-up. 

To  sum  up,  there  is  cause  for  sober  satisfaction  in  the  work  of 
this  Health  Division  during  1949.  One  feels  that  good  work  is 
being  done  and  that  the  cost  of  the  Service  is  being  wisely  expended. 
A  further  trend  is  the  gradual  integration  of  all  branches  of  the 
Service,  the  team  spirit  is  spreading  throughout  all  types  of 
personnel  and  contributes  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
for  the  Year  1949. 


Health  Department, 

Civic  Buildings, 

Rothwell. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  now  beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  and  information 
my  eighteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  and  Clean¬ 
sing  Department. 

The  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  particular  or  outstand¬ 
ing  event,  but  the  following  will  give  summarised  information  on 
the  routine  affairs  of  the  Department. 


HOUSING. 

This  subject,  the  axis  round  which  most  other  of  our  problems 
revolve,  is  still  of  paramount  importance,  the  problem  being 
sharply  emphasised  by  the  acute  shortage.  Conditions  have  not 
improved  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and  although  the  various 
Departments  of  the  Council  concerned  with  housing  have,  by 
unstinted  effort,  done  all  that  they  could  to  provide  new  houses, 
the  rate  at  which  old  houses  are  deteriorating,  plus  the  normal 
family  increase  and  marriage  rate,  provide  a  gap  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  those  efforts  are  at  the  moment  failing  to  bridge. 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  books  of  the  Housing 
Manager  at  the  moment  is  somewhere  about  1 ,700,  which  is  a  figure 
similar  to  the  one  I  gave  in  my  report  of  1948,  but  actually  indicates 
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an  increase  over  that  year,  because  the  application  list  has  been 
sorted  and  a  number  of  old  and  dead  applications  have  been 
removed.  1,700  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  live  applications 
from  people  who  are  in  most  cases  desperately  anxious  to  have 
accommodation  to  either  improve  their  own  housing  conditions 
or  to  abate  overcrowding  of  the  numerical  type  or  that  caused  by 
the  addition  of  extra  families  in  one  house. 

This  housing  shortage  still  continues  to  hamper  our  efforts 
to  eliminate  those  houses,  of  which  unfortunately  we  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  number,  of  the  type  which  are  long  past  the  stage  of 
useful  repair,  but  which  have,  from  sheer  necessity,  to  be  kept 
patched  up  for  the  time  present. 

During  the  year,  two  houses  had  to  be  represented  because 
they  had  passed  beyond  the  stage  of  even  temporary  repair,  and 
these  were  made  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  which  Orders 
secure  priority  in  the  Housing  Department’s  letting  of  new  houses, 
15%  of  the  total  lettings  being  allocated  for  this  purpose.  As 
during  the  year  56  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  the 
members  will  appreciate  that  the  amount  of  houses  at  our  disposal 
to  replace  houses  to  be  demolished  is  lamentably  small,  as  the 
number  of  confirmed  Demolition  Orders  at  the  commencement  of 
1949  was  12. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  old  houses  and  their 
replacement  by  new  ones,  the  normal  work  of  the  housing  section, 
of  inspection  and  repair,  carried  on  as  usual,  and  during  the  year 
almost  2,000  visits  were  made  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts,  to  deal  with  the  numerous  day  to  day  complaints  which  are 
routine  in  the  Department. 

The  economic  position  from  the  owner’s  point  of  view  is  not  a 
particularly  happy  one  in  view  of  the  fact  that  rents  are  controlled 
on  a  pre-war  basis,  but  repairs  are  subject  to  increases  from  time 
to  time,  and  I  know  full  well  that  many  owners  have  a  debit 
balance  in  their  housing  account  year  after  year.  Nevertheless, 
they  are  the  owners,  and  we  hold  that  if  the  occupiers  pay  the  rent 
required,  they  are  entitled  to  decent  conditions  in  which  to  live, 
and  although  we  do  try  to  be  fair  and  just  in  our  requirements, 
some  of  the  notices  we  serve  have  to  be  followed  up  very  closely  in 
order  to  have  the  work  completed.  In  some  cases  we  have  to  carry 
out  the  work  in  default,  and  the  Council  then  recover  the  money 
as  provided  by  the  Housing  Act.  In  at  least  two  cases  where  this 
was  done  the  owners  represented  to  the  Council  that  they  were 
unable  to  pay  the  account  in  full  at  the  time  it  was  presented,  and 
a  charging  order  over  a  period  of  years  was  made.  Although  this 
is  quite  legal,  I  do  not  like  to  do  it  because  the  houses  are,  in  most 
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cases,  of  a  fairly  well  worn  type,  and  the  position,  should  further 
repairs  be  required  before  the  original  debt  is  paid  off  would  be  a 
very  awkward  one. 

The  following  Statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  was 
taken  : — 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  (Housing)  served  under 

Sec.  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  18 

Number  of  the  above  Notices  complied  with  .  .  11 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  (Public  Health)  served  61 

Number  of  the  above  Notices  complied  with  .  .  41 

Number  of  houses  represented  under  Sec.  1 1  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

NUISANCES, 

During  1949  a  total  of  665  Nuisances  were  reported  or  dis¬ 
covered,  which,  together  with  a  balance  of  166  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  1948,  gave  a  total  of  831  which  needed  attention  or  abatement 
during  the  currency  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  677  were  actually  abated,  leaving  a  balance 
outstanding  of  154. 

These  Nuisances  include  such  matters  as  drain  stoppages,  and 
in  the  main  are  dealt  with  by  the  staff  of  the  Cleansing  I)epartment, 
it  being  the  custom  of  the  Council  to  cleanse  such  stoppages 
provided  this  can  be  done  without  structural  work  or  alteration. 

It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  serve  380  informal  notices 
which  were  followed  by  288  statutory  notices,  and  as  a  result  of 
this  action  494  Nuisances  were  abated.  No  legal  proceedings  were 
necessary. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

The  licensed  camping  ground  at  the  feast  ground,  Rothwell, 
has  been  used  occasionally  and  without  nuisance  or  complaint 
during  the  year. 

Certain  other  caravans  were  discovered  in  various  parts  of 
the  area,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  the  occupiers  had  the  intention 
of  making  these  permanent  residences,  but  their  removal  was 
effected  without  having  recourse  to  court  action.  Most  of  these 
would-be  permanent  caravanners  are  people  who  are  unable  to 
obtain  normal  residences,  and  our  sympathies  are  with  them  in 
their  dilemma,  although  knowing  from  the  unhappy  experiences  of 
other  Authorities  what  occurs  when  permanent  settlements  are 
made,  I  think  the  Council  is  wise  in  not  allowing  any  such  encamp¬ 
ments  to  be  formed. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


This  very  important  and  intimate  service  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year  to  a  standard  with  which  I  personally  am 
satisfied,  in  view  of  the  still  present  difficulty  of  labour.  We  have 
been  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  several  men  who,  on 
discharge  from  H.M.  Forces  were  permitted  to  obtain  whatever 
post  they  wished  without  having  to  conform  to  the  directions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour.  These  are  young  men  who  can  do  a  good 
day’s  work,  and  are  steadily  forming  the  backbone  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Although  the  wages  paid  are  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
J.I.C’s.  rulings,  the  standard  of  pay  is  not  the  equal  of  that  offered 
in  some  branches  of  private  employment,  and  from  time  to  time  we 
lose  men,  generally  the  good  ones,  who  are  tempted  to  leave  the 
security  of  Local  Government  for  the  more  lucrative  employment 
offered  elsewhere. 

The  relations  between  workmen  and  staff  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  amicable  during  the  year  and  I  think  the  men  appreciate  that 
there  is  a  job  to  do,  and  they  try  to  do  it  with  the  best  possible 
spirit  and  attention  to  detail. 

The  new  machine  which  was  ordered  in  1948  was  delivered 
early  in  1949,  and  we  disposed  of  the  oldest  motor  vehicle  and  so 
the  number  is  still  five,  of  which  four  are  in  regular  service,  and  one 
which  acts  as  a  spare. 

All  the  vehicles  employed  by  the  Cleansing  Department,  with 
the  exception  of  the  new  one  delivered  this  year  were  painted, 
and  the  result  has  been  a  considerable  smartening  up  of  the  fleet. 

Refuse  is  still  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  three  main 
tips  being  in  general  use  where  the  majority  of  the  refuse  is  disposed 
of.  Although  we  do  have  occasional  trouble  with  rats  and  crickets, 
the  infestations  caused  by  these  ubiquitous  vermin  were  not  so 
severe  as  to  cause  any  undue  concern. 

Salvage  of  waste  paper  still  continues,  although  examination 
of  the  accounts  towards  the  end  of  1949  showed  that  this  was  no 
longer  profit  making.  It  is  desirable  that  some  collection  should 
continue  because  much  of  the  paper  if  not  so  collected  finds  its  way 
into  the  refuse,  and  causes  considerable  trouble  at  the  tips.  The 
hope  that  I  expressed  in  the  1948  Report  that  the  direction  served 
on  five  neighbouring  Authorities  to  collect  and  convey  to  Leeds 
food  scraps  would  be  removed  was  not  fulfilled,  and  although  the 
five  Authorities  in  unison  are  still  trying  to  get  the  direction 
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removed  and  cease  the  separate  collection  of  food  scraps,  the  posi¬ 
tion  is  still  as  it  was  last  year,  with  the  exception  that  certain 
kitchen  waste  containers  have  had  to  be  withdrawn  because  there 
was  no  use  being  made  of  them. 

The  Council  lost  money  on  this  collection  service  during  1949, 
in  spite  of  everything  I  did  to  reduce  costs  and  expedite  the  service, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  residents  in  the  area  suffered  inconvenience 
and  in  some  cases  nuisance  from  the  communal  food  scrap  bins 
which  are  set  about  in  the  area.  I  feel  far  from  convinced  that 
there  is  such  a  desperate  need  for  this  material,  and  the  arguments 
and  assertions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  do  little  to  remove 
these  doubts. 

The  payment  of  a  bonus  still  continues,  and  during  1949  a 
total  of  £52  17s.  3d.  was  divided  amongst  the  workmen. 

The  normal  routine  of  emptying  dustbins  every  seven  days 
and  ashpits  every  twenty-one  days  has  been  maintained  generally 
throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  7,503  motor  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and 
tipped.  The  weight  cannot  be  given  as  there  is  no  general  weighing 
of  refuse  collected. 

The  cesspool  and  gully  emptying  machine,  which  is,  in  spite  of 
its  age,  still  serving  the  Department,  has  worked  fairly  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  in  addition  to  emptying  the  61  cesspools  in  the  area 
is  engaged  on  street  gully  emptying  when  not  otherwise  employed. 
I  had  in  mind  last  year  to  ask  the  Council  to  approve  the  purchase 
of  a  new  cesspool  and  gully  emptying  machine  in  the  year  under 
review,  but  when  I  obtained  prices,  the  cost  appeared  prohibitive, 
and  I  decided  to  keep  the  existing  machine  for  at  least  another  year. 
It  is  very  well  worn,  and  the  time  must  soon  come  when  it  has  to 
be  replaced. 

All  the  Council’s  vehicles  are  maintained  at  the  Cleansing 
Depot  by  the  Council  Mechanic  and  an  apprentice,  and  this  direct 
labour  maintenance  has  proved  successful  in  that  there  has  been 
the  minimum  of  hold  up  with  any  vehicle.  It  has  always  been 
possible  to  arrange  the  repair  work  so  that  the  most  important 
machine  is  repaired  first,  and  without  much  recourse  to  overtime 
the  whole  of  the  fleet  has  been  kept  on  the  road. 

The  maintenance  garage  and  depot  are  still  at  Carlton  Bridge, 
and  the  provision  of  a  new  central  depot  seems  still  as  remote  as 
ever. 
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Appended  is  a  table  showing  the  weight  and  value  of  materials 

salvaged  : — 


Table  Showing  Weight  and 

Value  of 

Materials 

Salvaged 

Weight. 

Material.  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

Income. 

£  s ■  d. 

Baled  Paper  .  .  .  .  66 

4  0 

0 

.  # 

421  12  11 

Unbaled  Paper 

2  0 

14 

•  • 

1  5  4 

Textiles  .  .  .  .  1 

7  0 

16 

,  . 

23  0  3 

Food  Scraps  .  .  .  .  57 

10  1 

0 

•  • 

144  4  9 

Total  .  .  £590  3  3 


SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

The  amount  of  new  drains  laid  and  inspected  has  increased, 
and  this  work  of  inspection  and  testing  occupies  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  Inspectors’  time,  although  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
very  necessary,  and  prevents  trouble  and  further  inspections  after¬ 
wards.  554  inspections  were  made  altogether  of  drains  and  sewers, 
new  and  existing. 

The  main  trunk  sewer  in  the  Park  continues  to  be  a  source  of 
anxiety  and  of  flooding,  and  had  to  be  uncovered  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year.  Nothing  we  can  do  will  improve  it, 
however,  and  the  most  that  we  can  do  is  to  remove  the  nuisance 
caused  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  work  in  providing  a  new  sewer 
is,  however,  going  on  apace,  and  it  seems  absolutely  certain  that 
before  another  annual  report  is  written  the  new  sewer  will  be  func¬ 
tioning. 

A  branch  sewer  in  the  village  of  Methley  has  caused  some 
nuisance  and  trouble.  The  chief  fault  is  due  to  mineral  subsidence, 
but  the  position  has  been  aggravated  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
housing  site  at  Woodrow.  The  gardens  of  certain  houses  are 
flooded  every  time  there  is  a  heavy  storm,  and  although  we  go 
along  afterwards  and  clean  up  as  far  as  possible,  nuisance  and 
annoyance  are  caused,  and  the  only  solution  will  be  the  re-laying 
of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  sewer.  A  scheme  for  this  is  already  in 
hand. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  work  of  conversion  of  privies  to  W.C’s.  and  ashpits  to 
dustbins  has  continued,  and  during  1949,  57  W.C’s.  were  provided 
in  lieu  of  54  privies.  There  are  in  the  area  6,588  water  closets,  83 
pail  closets,  and  322  privies  with  ashpits  attached.  The  percentage 
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of  closets  on  the  water  carriage  system  is  91.6.  The  work  of 
conversion,  though  far  from  spectacular,  is  one  which  is  essential, 
and  no  one  in  these  enlightened  days  is  content  with  the  conserv¬ 
ancy  type  of  sanitation  if  there  is  the  remotest  chance  of  getting 
conveniences  of  a  more  modern  type. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  altered  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  work  of  milk  and  dairy  inspection  insomuch  as  the 
control  previously  exercised  by  Local  Authorities  over  farms  and 
farm  dairies  has  been  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  and  from  August  in  this  year  this  work  has  ceased. 

Up  to  that  time,  however,  39  milk  farms  and  78  cow  sheds 
were  inspected,  and  inspections  were  made  of  retail  purveyors  and 
their  premises  as  found  necessary. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  position  on  our  books  at 
the  end  of  1949  : — 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 

Licences  granted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1949, 
to  sell  : — 

(a)  Pasteurised  Milk 

(b)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(c)  Sterilised  Milk 

(d)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  food  in  this  area  takes  place 
at  the  Regional  Slaughter-house  in  Leeds,  and  we  have  no  work  in 
this  direction,  therefore.  Ten  pigs  slaughtered  under  the  self¬ 
suppliers  scheme  were  inspected,  and  inspections  are  made  at 
shops  and  food  stores,  often  on  request,  to  examine  different  types 
of  food. 

44  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  and  as  a  result  of  these 
inspections  1,393  pounds  of  food  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 
The  large  majority  of  this,  1,238  pounds,  was  tinned  food,  and  the 
balance  was  bacon,  ham  and  pork. 

During  the  year  the  occupier  of  the  only  underground  bake¬ 
house  in  the  area  was  given  notice,  and  this  was  in  due  course 
closed. 


80 


15 

10 

3 

3 

17 
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The  work  of  inspection  and  improvement  of  premises  where 
food  and  drugs  are  prepared  or  sold  has  continued,  and  65  exami¬ 
nations  of  food  premises  were  made. 

In  October  I  had  an  enquiry  and  a  visit  from  an  officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  regarding  a  report  that  had  reached  them  to  the 
effect  that  an  illicit  slaughter  had  taken  place  and  part  of  the 
carcase  had  been  disposed  of  on  our  tip.  Investigations  proved, 
however,  that  someone  had  seen  the  Council’s  tip  man  disposing 
of  a  carcase  which  we  had  had  for  lecture  purposes,  and  after  their 
investigations  the  Ministry  of  Food  officers  were  satisfied  that 
nothing  untoward  had  occurred. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

28  samples,  14  chemical  and  14  bacteriological,  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  sent  for  examination  by  the  public  analyst. 
All  of  these  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

This  routine  checking  of  water,  although  expensive  and  time 
absorbing,  is  of  great  value,  as  it  gives  us  a  picture  of  the  state  of 
the  water  in  our  mains  at  any  particular  time. 


PETROLEUM. 

During  1949,  41  licences  were  issued  to  store  a  total  amount 
of  2,162,700  gallons  of  petrol,  these  being  renewals  of  existing 
licences.  No  petrol  is  permitted  to  be  stored  until  the  installations 
are  erected  to  our  satisfaction,  and  the  tanks  and  pipe  lines  tested. 

Requests  are  made  from  time  to  time,  where  petrol  is  being 
stored  temporarily,  that  there  should  be  a  relaxation  of  our  require¬ 
ments,  but  my  view  is  that  the  risk  is  just  as  great  whether  the 
tank  is  there  for  two  years  or  twenty  years,  and  so  far  we  have 
made  no  reduction  in  our  standards. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  practice  of  inspecting  all  Council  houses  when  vacant  and 
the  houses,  furniture  and  effects  of  incoming  tenants,  has  been 
continued.  Where  infestations  are  discovered  on  either  side,  the 
removal  is  not  permitted  until  the  infested  portions  have  been 
declared  free  from  vermin.  Private  houses  are  inspected  on 
request  or  on  suspicion,  and  in  all  201  such  investigations  were 
made.  The  methods  of  treatment  are  still  by  the  use  of  D.D.T. 
and  Gammaxene. 
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Disinfection  of  empty  houses  on  request  or  after  death  is 
carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine.  The  premises  where  the  odd 
cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  are  disinfected  if  this  is 
necessary,  although  routine  disinfection  for  infectious  disease  is 
not  carried  out. 


SHOPS. 

With  the  resumption  of  normal  trading  the  question  of  shops 
legislation  came  more  into  prominence  and  certain  queries  were 
raised  relative  to  hours  of  closing,  duties  of  shopkeepers  and  so  on. 
As  a  result  of  these  queries,  which  there  was  no  one  to  officially 
answer,  the  Council  gave  the  matter  consideration,  and  in  October, 
1949,  I  was  appointed  Shops  Inspector.  This  is  a  particularly 
happy  position,  as  the  whole  of  the  work  under  the  Shops  Acts  is 
now  in  control  of  one  Department,  and  although  the  “  policing  ” 
necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  the  hours  of  closing  is  by  no 
means  a  health  provision,  the  general  result  is  worthwhile. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

12  observations  of  thirty  minutes  duration  were  taken  during 
1949,  and  of  these  9  showed  an  emission  of  black  smoke  in  excess 
of  that  permitted  by  the  bye-laws.  Three  cautions  were  issued 
but  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  During  the  currency  of  the 
year  I  have  represented  the  Council  upon  the  West  Riding  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  and  upon  the  Yorkshire  Division 
of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  four  public  conveniences  in  the  district  which  are  situate 
in  Rothwell,  Carlton,  Oulton  and  Methley,  have  been  maintained 
during  the  year  in  a  satisfactory  state. 


MORTUARIES. 

The  three  mortuaries  which  the  Council  possess  at  Rothwell, 
Stourton  and  Methley  have  been  maintained  during  the  year,  the 
main  mortuary  at  Rothwell  in  a  satisfactory  state  following  the 
improvements  which  were  carried  out  last  year,  and  the  other  two, 
which  are  old  buildings,  maintained  to  the  best  possible  state. 
The  time  will  I  think  come  when  these  mortuaries  will  have  to  be 
closed,  and  all  the  bodies  brought  to  the  central  mortuary. 
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RATS. 

The  number  of  inspections  during  the  year  has  fallen  from  258 
last  year  to  191  in  this  year,  which  may  perhaps  be  taken  as  an 
indication  that  the  rat  problem  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  not  a 
very  serious  one. 

We  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
as  far  as  possible,  and  look  to  them  for  the  latest  information  and 
advice  on  methods  of  baiting  and  control. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

As  I  indicated  in  my  last  report  this  service  was  in  a  transi¬ 
tional  state,  and  although  we  maintained  as  agents  for  the  County 
Council  a  service  up  to  June  21st,  1949,  on  that  day  the  vehicles 
were  taken  over  and  controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

Although  this  service  will  undoubtedly  be  more  costly,  it 
should  be  more  efficient,  as  the  County  Council  have  many  more 
vehicles  at  their  call,  and  with  the  introduction  of  short  wave 
wireless  communication,  no  case  should  have  to  wait  for  the 
ambulance  for  a  very  long  period. 

PUBLIC  BURIALS. 

Since  the  issue  of  the  instruction  that  Hospital  Boards  could 
provide  for  the  disposal  of  their  inmates  after  death,  the  work 
under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  has  become  remark¬ 
ably  small,  but  we  have  had  one  or  two  cases  where  the  death  of  a 
person  within  the  district  without  relatives  or  dependants  has 
provided  some  little  problems  in  the  disposal  of  the  effects  and  the 
discharge  of  the  monies  received.  In  these  cases  contact  is  made 
with  the  Treasury  Solicitor,  and  any  balance  after  payment  of 
funeral  expenses  passed  to  that  Department. 

PUBLICITY. 

From  time  to  time  we  issue  pamphlets  on  such  matters  as 
disease  prevention,  hygiene,  cleanliness  of  food  departments  and 
so  on,  and  we  do  from  the  Department  give  lectures  as  requested  on 
matters  appertaining  to  the  Department. 

It  is  I  think  desirable  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  our 
work,  as  even  in  these  enlightened  days  many  of  the  residents  in 
the  area  are  pitifully  unaware  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORD. 

The  following  record  shows  in  statistical  form  what  the 
Department  has  done  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Houses  Inspected  (Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  190 

Houses  Inspected  (Public  Health  Acts)  .  .  .  .  665 

Houses  re-inspected  (Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  280 

Houses  re-inspected  (Public  Health  Acts)  .  .  684 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Inspections  for  Vermin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  201 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  191 

Infectious  Diseases  investigations  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Suspected  Diphtheria  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Other  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : — 

Food  Examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  78 

Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Water  samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Smoke  Abatement  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

District  Ambulance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Petroleum  Storage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Mortuaries  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Sewer  and  Drainage  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  554 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Public  Cleansing  Service  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 6 

Plant  Maintenance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Public  Conveniences .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  311 

Sanitary  Conversions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  201 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Shops  Act  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Disease  Prevention  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  4,308 


The  number  of  inspections  made  is  approximately  5  per 
working  day  per  Inspector. 
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WORKS  CARRIED  OUT. 

Drains  cleared  from  obstruction  .  .  .  .  318 

Sink  waste  pipes  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  319 

Defective  dustbins  supplied  in  default  .  .  .  .  18 

Roofs  repaired  . .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  33 

Chimney  stacks  repaired .  .  ..  ..  ..  18 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  31 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  22 

External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  .  .  . .  33 

Water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  20 

Water  services  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  26 

Internal  walls  repaired  or  replastered  . .  .  .  37 

Ceilings  replastered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  •  .  21 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  30 

Sinks  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  •  .  •  •  13 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed,  refitted  or  repaired.  .  15 

Set  pots  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  •  •  8 

Food  stores  altered  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanitary  conversions  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  57 

Dry  ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  9 

Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  .  .  . .  12 

Privy  Middens  and  Ashpits  repaired  .  .  .  .  2 


STAFF. 

The  staff  position  is  as  it  was  last  year  with  the  exception  that 


take  their  examination. 

I  would  in  concluding  this  Report  again  express  my  thanks  to 
all  the  members  of  my  staff  and  the  officers  of  the  Council,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 


actions,  and  their  kindly  tolerance  of  my  views,  which  are  not 
always  in  agreement  with  theirs. 

1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOS.  WILSON. 


